Farm Winery Acreage Certification Standards- Grapes

June 29, 2011

Introduction

Provision and responsibilities for the certification of acreage owned and managed by Nova Scotia
farm wineries is set forth in the Nova Scotia Wine Standards Regulations (Section 194J of the
Agriculture and Marketing Act, NS Regulation 170/2010, 5 and 6).

The Nova Scotia Farm Winery Industry Development Board (Board), is responsible for all aspects
of administration and approval of acreage certifications for farm wineries. Farm wineries must be
certified on an annual basis to maintain their status as a registered farm winery or a registered small
farm winery.

Requests for acreage certification are made to the Board.

The Board will designate an expert committee, the Farm Winery Acreage Certification Committee,
to conduct annual inspections and certifications of wineries and to provide annual reports with
recommendations on individual winery certifications to the Board.

Confidentiality with respect to grape and winery business interests and the mutual work of both the
Committee and the Board will be maintained.

The responsibilities of the Farm Winery Acreage Certification Committee

. To provide an annual acreage certification report for each winery eligible to be registered as
a farm winery or small farm winery. First-time acreage certifications will be conducted
during the fourth summer of vineyard growth.

. To provide recommendations to the Board on the appropriate technical, educational and
scientific support required by the sector and by individual wineries.
. To support the Board in its work to grow and develop the grape and wine industry.

Farm Winery Acreage Certification Committee Membership
The Farm Winery Acreage Certification Committee will be comprised of:

Up to three members of the Grape Growers Association of Nova Scotia, who will be

appointed by the President of the Association, for a term of three (3) years and subject to
renewal.



Up to three members from the Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture, or its designate, who
will be appointed by the Deputy Minister, for a term of three (3) years and subject to renewal.

Appeals Relating to Acreage Certification

Appeals will be directed in writing to the Chair of the Board.

The grower/winery will appeal certification decisions by the Board in writing within 30 days.
The appeal will be heard by the Board within 30 days and respond within 10 working days.

The Chair may invite written comments and recommendations from others such as the
grower/winery, the Certification Committee, Grape Growers Association of Nova Scotia and the
Winery Association of Nova Scotia.

A vineyard in development (targeted for certification) is required to meet the following

conditions:

Year 1 Rooted vines planted by July 31; 1% year cuttings classed as a nursery. The minimum
number of vines per acre is 750 (1853 vines per hectare). This minimum can be
modified as deemed fit by the Certification Committee if it can be demonstrated that
a particular spacing is more appropriate to a specific site and the vines are maintained
in accordance with good viticultural practices.

Year 2 Posts, wire, and stakes appropriate to the vines’ requirements.
Year 3 Trellis system must be complete and appropriate to the vines’ requirements.
Year 4 Vineyard must be in production.

Acreage targeted for certification must be located within 500 metres of the winery’s
production facilities.

A certified mature vineyard will be through at least four growing seasons since field planting
and meet the following conditions:

A well maintained trellis system appropriate to the vines’ requirements must be in place.

The vineyard must be completely pruned by June 15 of the growing year.

The vineyard must have an effective weed control program in place.

The vineyard must have an effective pest management (disease, insects) program in place.

The vineyard must be in production. Continued growth and development of the vineyard must be
maintained in subsequent years.

The vineyard’s crop must be fully harvested by December 1* of the current crop year, with the
exception of late harvest and ice-wine.

Grapes designated for ice-wine must be harvested by February 28"

Maintain 750 vines per acre (1853 vines per hectare), as per year one requirements.

Certified acreage may include 10 metres of headland at each end of a row.

Certified acreage must be located within 500 metres of the winery’s production facilities.
(Two wineries have been ‘grand fathered’ with respect to the 500 metre provision as eligible as Farm
Wineries: Grand Pre Wines Limited; Riviere Winery (formerly Petit Riviere).
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FARM WINERY ACREAGE CERTIFICATION
for the 2011 Harvest Year

Please submit this reporting statement to:
Linda D. MacDonald, Chair
Nova Scotia Farm Winery Industry Development Board
c/o Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture

Industry Development and Business Services Branch -y

P. O. Box 2223 9
Halifax NS B3J 3C4 w2l )
Phone: (902) 424-8865 ‘! b D)
Fax: (902) 424-4671 Nt

Email: macdonld@gov.ns.ca

Please complete the following information:

Farm Winery Name:

Farm Winery Permit Number: Date:
Farm Name:
Farm Registration Number: Date:

Total Grape Acreage:

Number of Acres Adjacent (500 metres):

Address for Farm Winery:

Name:

Courier Address:

Postal Address:

Tel: Office ~ ( ) - Cell ~ ( ) ”

Fax: ( ) - Email:

Contact Information for Winery Owner If Different from Above:

Name:

Courier Address:

Postal Address:

Tel: Office ~ ( ) - Cell ~ ( ) -

Fax: ( ) - Email:




Vineyard Inspection Report

Developing Vineyard ~ Year 1 to 3

Inspection Criterion
Developing Comments
Vineyard
Vines/Acre | Trellis Production
Year 1 '
Year 2
Year 3
Developing Vineyard ( Year 4 or Beyond) Year
Vines Per Acre: # of Acres:
Certification Criteria Status Comments

Trellis System

Pruning Program

Disease Control Program

Weed Control Program

Pest Control Program

Production Level

Other

Comments

Please include production and technical specifics, vineyard coordinates, and other
relevant information regarding certification issues or concerns.




Certification Recommendations (Year 4 or Beyond) Year

Vines Per Acre: # of Acres:

Certification Criteria Status Comments

Trellis System

Pruning Program

Disease Control Program

Weed Control Program

Pest Control Program

Production Level

Other

Comments:

Please include production and technical specifics, vineyard coordinates, and other
relevant information regarding certification issues or concerns.

Support Recommendations

Technical Support:

Educational Support:




Scientific Support:

Certification Recommendations
Number of Acres Recommended for Certification:

Conditions Recommended:

| certify that this report is an accurate and full reporting for acreage certified for the
2011 harvest year.

Signature:

Bill Craig, Chair, Farm Winery Certification Committee

Date:




